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What is Community Solar ? 

Community Solar would allow for Michigan residents, organizations and 
businesses to share in cost and benefits of renewable energy production 
at optimally located facilities. 



Why Community Solar ? 

There are a number of groups who cannot purchase renewable energy systems 
for practical reasons. Most homeowners and businesses do not have good sites 
(there are trees in the way, the building faces the wrong direction or is shaded 
by other buildings). Renters do not own their buildings.  For many the initial 
investment for a renewable energy system is too costly.  The ability to invest in a 
portion of a system, along with the benefits of the economy of scale in building 
larger systems, makes renewable energy investment more affordable. 
 
Many current solar promotion programs simply solicit extra investment from 
utility customers who pay a premium to support future solar development by 
the utility.  It is simply a donation to encourage solar development. Community 
solar allows utilities, developers and non-profits to “group fund” renewable 
energy systems where the “group” receives direct benefits from the system in 
reduced energy bills or periodic payments based on the output of the system.  
Some contracts  have been structured so that the investment serves as a hedge 
against future energy cost increases. 



Vashon, WA 
Investors will directly fund a grid-tied solar photovoltaic 
array that provides power for a local public facility, the 
Vashon Recycling and Transfer Station. The installed system 
will be rated at approximately 50 kW to 66 kW, depending 
on the amount of investment raised. Investors will be able 
to take advantage of Cost Recovery Incentives provided by 
Washington State. Investors may purchase units of the CSP 
at $1,000 per unit up to a maximum investment of 
$30,000. 





www.solargardens.org/ 
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Who Gets What ? 





GLREA Resolution to Promote Community Solar in Michigan 
  
Whereas,  Community Solar is a concept that allows persons or groups to invest in an offsite 
renewable energy system and receive payments on their investment based on the energy 
production of the shared renewable energy system; 
 
Whereas, Community Solar allows for people and groups that do not have access to a quality 
renewable energy installation site due to shading or other obstructions, or because they are 
renters to still invest in a renewable energy system; and 
 
Whereas, Community Solar is a new developing concept that is just beginning to spread across 
the US and has the potential to greatly increase the growth of renewable energy systems 
creating additional income for installers and manufacturers of renewable energy products; 
 
Resolved, that the GLREA take the lead on organizing an effort to bring true "Community Solar" 
to Michigan as a two part effort: 
 
• To educate policy makers, solar suppliers and installers and the general public on the 

concept and implementation of Community Solar for Michigan, and 
 

• To assist Michigan municipal utilities to initiate a community solar program in their territory. 
 

Approved Nov 28, 2012 



What if this newly installed, utility owned system in Ann Arbor could become a 
Community Solar project?  It could create a new way for utilities and their 
customers to partner to develop renewable energy in their communities. 

Community Solar ? 

NCRC, Ann Arbor, MI 



Contact Info:  www.glrea.org/ 
Dave Konkle,  konkle@toast.net 

Michigan Renewable Energy Fair – 2013      June 7-8 

June 7th (Professional - Technical Day) 
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